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No. C-03-601 . 20 Decemnber 1999

FIELD OPERATIONS
Adult Institutions
Death Penalty

AUTHORITY: Secretary of the Department of Public Safery and Corrections as contained
in Chapter 9 of Title 36 and La. R.S. 15:567 through 15:571.

REFERENCE: La. R.5. 46:1544(N) and Department Regulation No. C-01-013 "Public
Information Propram and Media Access.”

PURPOSE: To set forth procedures to be followed for the lethal injection of those
individuals sentenced to death.

APPLICABILITY: Assistant Secretary/Office of Adult Services and the Wardens of the
Louisiana Stats Penitentiary and the Louisiana Correctional Instimte for Wornen.

INCARCERATION PRIOR TO EXECUTION:

Male inmares sentenced to death shall be incarcerated at the Louisiana State Penitentiary
at Angola, Louisiana, Female inmates sentenced to death shall be incarcerared at the
Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women at St. Gabricl, Louisiana. Until the tire for
exceution, the Warden shall incarcerate the inmate in a manner affording madimum
protection to the general public, the exployees of the Department, and the security of the
institution. Female inmates shall be wansported to the Louisiana State Peitentiary on the
day immediately prior to the execution date. :

VISITS:

A During the final 72 hours before the scheduled execution, the Warden may approve
special visits for the condemned inmate.

B. All visits will terminate by 3:00 p.m. on the day of the execution ¢xcept visits with
a priest, minister, relipious advisor, or attorney which will terminate af the
direction of the Warden or his designee.

MEDLA ACCESS:

A Pursuant o the provisions of Department Regulation No. C-0t-013, the media
may contact the Warden's office to reguest interviews. If the Warden, inrnats, and
attorney (if represented by counsel) consent, the interview shail be scheduled for
a time convenient to the institution.
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. B. Should the demand for interviews be great, the Warden may s¢t 3 day and time for
/(J\Q all interviews to be conducted and may specify whether interviews will be done
) individuatly or in "press conference” fashion.

8. PRE-EXECUTION ACTIVITIES:

A, The Warden shall select appropriate areas to serve as a press room and for any
mobile press wnits.

\k B. The execution room shall be off-limits to unauthorized inmares and employees from

: 8:00 a.m. on the day preceding the execution until such time after the execution a3
the Warden deems appropriate. The execution room shatl also be off-limits to the
public and press five days before the execution until such, time after the execution
as the Warden deems appropriate.

C. All persons selecied as witnesses will sign copies of the witness agreement priot
to being transported to the execution room.

9. TIME AND PLACE:

The execurion shall take place af the Louistana State Penitentiary between the hours of §:00
p.m. and 11:59 p.m. (La. R.3. 15:570C.)

D{\\ klﬂ. WITNESSES:

AL The execution shall take place in the presence of the following wimesses:
)] the Warden of the Louisiana State Penitentiary or designee;
2) the corouer of West Feliciana Parish or deputy:
3) a physician chosen by the Warden;

4 a competent person selected by the Warden to administer the lethal
injection; and

5) a priest, mimister, or religious advisor, if the fnmate so requests.

B Not less than five por more than seven other wimesses are required by law to bs
present. (La, R.5. 15:570A) These witnesses will be selected as follows:
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Three witnesses will be members of the news media;
a. a representative from the Associated Press,

h. a representative selected from the media persons requesting to be
present {rom the parish where the crime was committed; and

c. gne representative sglecied from all other media persons requesting
to be present,

These witnesses must agree to act as poo] reporters for the remainder of the
media present and meet with all media representazives immediateiy
fpllowing the sxecution. '

The remaining withesses will be selected by the Secretary from persons
whom he feels have a legitmate interest in being present,

Victim relationship witnesses are authorized to atend the execution (La R.S.
15:570D.)

1)

2}

The oumber of victim relationship witnesses may be limited to wo. If
more than two victim relationship witnesses desire to amend the execution,
the Secretary is authorized to select from the inrerested parties the two
victim relationship witnesses who will be authorized to attend.

Al least ten days prior to the execurion, the Secretary shall give either
written or verbal notice, (followed by written notice placed in the United
States mail within five days thereafier), of the date and time of execution
ta the victim"s parents, or guardian, spouse and any aduit children who
have indicated to the Secretary that they desire such notice. The named
parties shall be given the opton of amending rhe execution and shail, within
three days of their receipt of the notfication, notify, either verbaily or in
writing, the Secretary's office of their intention to attend.

All wimesses roust be residents of the State of Louisiana, over 18 years of age and
all must agree to sign the report of the execution. (La. R.3. 15:570-571)

Mo cameras ot recording devices, either audio or video, will be permitted in the
execution room.
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11. PROCEDURES:

A

Secretary

by

The witmesses will enter the witness room where they will receive a copy of the
inmate's written last staternent, if a writien statement is issued.

The inmate will then be taken to the tethal injection room by the escorting officers.
Once in the room, the inmate will be afforded the oppartunity to make a last verbal
statermnent if he so desices. He will then be assisted onto the leths! injection rable
and properly secursd to the table by the officers, Once the officers exit the room,
the Warden will ¢lose the curtain tq the witness room and signal the 1.V, technician
to enter. The 1.V, technician will appropriately prepare the inmate for execution
and £xit the room. The Warden will reapen the witoess room curtain.

The person designated by the Warden and at the Warden's direction, will then
administer, by intravenous injection, a substance or substances in a lethal quantity
into the body of the inmate until he is deceased.

At the conclusion of the exccution, the coroner or his deputy shall pronounce the
inmate dead. The deceased shall then be immediately taken to an awaiting
ambulance for transpomation to a place desipnated by the next of kin or in
accordance with other arrangements made prior to the execution.

The Warden will make a writen report ceciting the manner and date of the
execution which he and all of the witnesses will sign. The repott shall e filed with
the clerk of court in the parish where the semence was originally imposed. (La.
RS 15:571)

No employee, including employes witnesses to the execution, except the Secretary
or the Warden or their designee, shall communicate with the press regarding any
aspect of the axecution except as required by [aw,
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Attachment: Agreement by Witness to Execution

This regulation supersedes Department Regulation No, C-03-001 dated 15 September 1997 and
Page Three dared 02 December 1997,
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AGREEMENT BY WITNESS TO EXECUTION [ u;

L

L -" » B person of full age and majority, and citizen

of the State of Lnur.mna, hereby agree o the following conditions precedent to being a witness
to the execution of a sentence of death at Louisiana Stere Penitentiary, Apgola, Louisiana,

1.

2

listed witneszes on this date

I agree that my preésence af the execution i3 voluntary.
I agree to sign the report of the execution as required by law.

I agree to comply with all rules and regulations of the Departrnent of Public Safery and
Corrections and the Louisiana State Penitentiary during the course of the procesdings
leading up to, during, and after the completion of the execution.

I agree that I will not electronicalty record or photograph any activities while I am present
in the lethal injection room.

T agree to submit to a search of my person before and after the execution if requested ta
do so by the Warden of the Louisiana State Penjtentiary.

If [ am a member of the press selected as a witness to the execution, I agree to act as a pool
reporter for the media representatives not present at the execution, and [ agres o meet with
all media representatives preseot at the penitentiary immediarely after the exscution.

If T am an employes of the Deparunent of Public Safety and Corrections, [ agres that I will
make no public statements about the execution without prior approval of the Warden of the
Louisiana State Penilentiary,

[ have read the above agreement, understand it, and have sigoed it in the presence of the

{Day, Month, Year)

WITNESSES TO SIGNATURE:

Selected Witness
to Execution




