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PURPOSE. This directive sets forth media sccess to inmates under sante
eithet the Unlt for Condemned Persens {"death row™} or the Capital Pu
operated by the Departmant af Correctional Services.

Carrection Law 5652 {3}, as added by Chapter 1 of the Laws of 1995, states that "The commissicner
may premulgats rules and regulations concerning visitation of inmates sentenced to death. Such rules
and regulations may provide that inmates sentenced to death are subject to different visitation poli-
cies and procedures than inmates who are not sentenced to death.”

It is the policy of the Department of Correctional Services to balance openness and public access ver-
sus the need to provide security and safety for employees as well as inmstes. Toward that goal, me-
diz access will be granted 1o dsath row under the following rules.

DEATH ROW

A. Inmates on death row are ellowed one non-iegal, tace-to-face visit per week, f inmates opt to do
5o, they may use that one non-legal visit for an intetview with a single media cutlet. Telephone
interviews are prohibited, as are "live” radio or TV broadcasts.

B. ‘jke other inmates, those on death row may commit rulas infractions that warrant placement in
disciplinary status. if that occurs, hike any other inmate, death row inmates will lcee the privilege
of media visits while they are in disciplinary status.

C. It is the obligation of the media to contact death row inmates by rmail and ascertain their interest
in being interviewed. In its letter, it is the media's obligation to remind inmates that, if they agree
1o the interview, it is the inmate's obligation under Directive 401 1o obtain and to sign an Inter-
view Consent Form, and for the inmate to then submit it to the Superintendent in order to begin
the interview approval process.

D. Such interviews shall be scheduled by the Office of Public Information no fewaer than three work
days afier being sdviged by the Superintendent of the inmate's written decision to forego the
weskly non-iegal visit for a media visit instead. If the inmate signs consent forms to be inter-
viewed by more than one madia, interviews will be scheduled at the rate of one each week. They
will be scheduled in chronolegical order consiatent with the date upon which the inmate signed
each form. .

£ Media access to desth row inmates shall be limited to:
1.  For radio, a single raporter with one battery-operated tape recording device.

2. For prnt, a single reperier plus one phatographer with one camera, no more than three
lenses and a8 nattery-cperated flash attachmant.

3. For television, a single reparter and & combined sound/light/camera operator, and a battery-
operated camera with light attachment. No detached lighting will be allowed.

4. Each of the ahove may bring writing implemaents and paper tor note-taking to the interview.
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F.  All media "tools of the trade” shall be rendered inactive during the escort te and from the inter-
view site. That includes the remaval of all film from still and video cameras as well as batteries
from tape recorders. Mo interviews will be conducted enroute to of from death row. Media inter-
views will not be allowed to exceed two hours without the priar written consent of the Office of
Fublic information. No other facility access will be granted to media stlowed into the fagility to
interview inmates on desth row.

G. It is not the Department’s intention ta promote or to hinder interviews. Employees will not ask
inmates if they wish to agree 1o an intenview, nor will staff offer any recommendation as 1o
whether or not an inmatse should agree to any interview.

H. A madia interview is defined s & mesting between the inmate subject and the reporter/photogra-
pher preparing the stary. Hence, no other party shall be approved to be present at a media inter-
view. Any request by the inmate for a third party shall be interpreted as the inmate deglining the
interviewy. Any request by tha media for the presence of a third party will result in the denial of
the interview.

All such interviews will, however, be supervised through direct achgervation by staff to ensure the
safety and security of the institutiors. However, such observation is 1o occur in & manner that
minimizes interference with the interview.

J. Media visits will ba allowed up to seven days before the week af execution set in the warrant,
which must ke bstween 30-60 days after the issuance of the warrant, Hence, media will be
aware on the date the warrant is issued of the time frames in which inmates are eligible 1o be
intarviewed.

THE DEATH HOUSE

A. Correction Law 5660, as added by Chapter 1 of the Laws of 19595, states in part that "The com-
missioner shall also select and invite the presence, by at least three days' prior notice, of & jus-
tice of the supreme court, the counsel for the convicted person, the district attarney and the
sheriff of the county where the conviction was had, together with six adult citizens.” (ltalic em-
phasis added.}

8. The Commissioner has determinad that, to report immediately upon the execution to the public,
four of those “six adult citizens™ shall be members of the media. They will be admitted to the
correctional facility housing the death house, as opposed to the facility housing death row, in ac-
cordance with the following rules.

1. There will be no inmate interviews in the desth housa.

2. DOnce any inmate is confined to the death house, no media will be allowed access 10 the
death house until the time of executicn, and anly than in the manner described herain.

3. The law regquires that, at least seven days pror ta the date of execution, the public be made
aware of the pending execution, It is at that time the obligation of the media interested in

witnessing the execution to:

a. Mail & cerified lettar of interest to ba present as a witness to the Director of Public In-
formation, New York State Department of Correctional Services, Building Two - Room
203, 1220 Washington Avenue, Albany, M.Y. 12226-2050.

b. Consent in their letter that they agree to the standard media pool arrengement. That
means agreeing to serve as a principal in 2 post-execution press conference with other
media witnesses before transmitting any information on the axecution. Any medig found
in violation of this rule after an execution may be found ingligible to serve as witnesses
at future executions.

¢. Conssnt to the public release af the name of the raporter and news organization if they
arae selected to be 3 witness or alternate 1o the execution.
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Four media witnessas and two slternates will be selected from among the certified |etters
consenting to the pool arrangement and release of the reporter's name and organization. The
selection will occur at least five days before the date of execution in the following mannear:

a. One media witness from The Associated Press, whose members include virtually evary
media outlet in the State. The reporter shall be selected as The Associated Fress
determines.

b. Three media witnesses and twoe alternates to be salected through a lottery to be =on-
gucted by the Department of Correctiongl Services:

{1} Lottery #1: From among daily print media whoe generally cover the county in which
the person to be executed commitied the crime for which the execution was or-
dered. The first name selected is the witness, the second is an alternate.

{2) Lottery #2: From among the broadcast media who generally cover the county in
which the person to be executed cormmitted the crime for which the exgcution was
orderad. The first name selected is the witness, the second is an alternate.

{3) Lottery #3: From among the daily print and the broadeast media who generally cov-
or the caunty in which the execution will take place.

The balance of media seeking to be on-site but non-witnesses to the exscution must notify
the Office of Public Information, by certified mail, no less than three days before the date of
the scheduled execution.

The witnesses, alternates and balance of media will be allowad access on the day of the &x-
ecution to a "remote site” at the prisen, defined tor these purpozes as a location on the fa-
cility grounds but separate from the death house. This remote site will be the staging ares
for the media, it is the site from which witnesses or alternates will be taken to observe the
execution, it is the site where the balance of media will remain during the exacution proce-
dure, and is the site whare the post-execution press canference and interviews wifl be
conducted.

At the remote site, the Department will provide risers and a "mult box" for use during the
post-execution press conference by media witnesses and appropriate Departmental officials.
No other interviews of Departmental staff will be ailowed.

All audic and video communication and transmittal needs of the media are the obligation of
the individual medis. None will be provided by the Department.

The day of the execution, media will be allowed access to the remote site from four hours
prior to the time of execution until 30 minutes prior to the time of execution. No media ac-
cess will be granted within the 90 minutes prior to the time of axecution.

All media access, except for witnesses, will be restricted to the ramate site. Any reporters
who leave the remote site prior to the time of exacution, for any reason, will be readmitted
anly at the discretion of Departmental staff.

Meadia witnesses to the execution will be escoried from the remote site to the death house
approximstely one hour before the scheduled execution. Media witnesses will not be allowed
to carry gny cameras or tape recorders from the remote site. All witnesses will be searched
prior to entering the death house. Any media witnesses carrying contraband will immediate-
Iy be escorted from facility grounds.

Once inside the death house, media witnesses will follow the rules and ragulations applicable
to ali withasses.

Foliowing the post-execution press conferance, media will be allowed one hour 3t the remote
site to file write-throughs andfor to transmit video or audio tape., They will then be escorted
fram the remote slte.



