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Media Access and Relationship

TiTLE

SUPERSESSION:
MICC 150.110, "Media Access and Relationship," dated 10-14-96;
REFERENCES:

DOGC 180,100, “Public and Media Relations;” "WAC 275-80-890; 275-80-895; MICC 410,180,
“Emergency Media Plan.”

FURPDSE;
To ensure an open-press palicy, te encourage appropriate media cantacts; to facilitate public

Information reganding newsworthy events; to protect the privacy of inmates; to describe the
requirements for inmate contacts with representatives of the media, :

FIELD INSTRUCTION; -~ 7" ~7- ~— = e e e

McNeil Istand Corrections Center (MIGC) wil provide _the -general public, via media
reprosentatives, -with -- information ~regarding:- the- operations of- the Tagility. Media -
representatives may visit MICC 1o prepare répoits aboit staff, Inmates, programs and special
. e,v:guts.:___l::-, it — [y fe—— . - ... .. - - — R - ——

Media representatives will, within sound security management practices, be aliowed access tn
all areas of the facility and island. MICG has a responsibility to protect the privacy and rights of
staff and inmates; therefore, media interviews will be regulated 1o ensure the safe and orderly
operation of MICC. - -

The Administrative Assistant. to the Superintendent is-the Fubfic Information Officer (PIO) for
MIiCC and will be responsibie for informing the Departmant's’ Pubiic Informatioh Chist (PIC)
and Regional Media Representative of media contacts and inquires. Any contact with the
rmedia {newspapers, television, radio, efc.) must be reported to and coardinated with the MICC

-PIO.

The Administrative Assistant-3 at the North Complex is the PIO for the North Complex, The
Comrectional Pragram Manager — Programs, will function as the alternate MIGC - PIO.

PROGEDURE:

l. Initial News Media Requests



- o---MAR @3 ‘00 B6:2IPM MCNEIL ISLAND CORRECTIONS CENTER

HUMHER

e — - S Taep
MICC 150.110 | Media Access and Relationship el

A,

Media representatives wanting to visit or conduct interviews will submit written

-application to the PIO at least five warking days before the anticipated visity

interview. [f an emergency exiats, the Superintendant may waive the five-day
nofice requirement. The request will include:

1. | The identity of the news organization and its represerdatives.

2 The pumpase of the visit,

3. The expected date, time and duration of the visit.

4 The Identity of MICC staff and inmates to he interviewad (if applicable),

5. The proposed use of photographs, interviews and/or recordings collected
duning the visit.

6. The information needed for background checks.

Media representatives and their equipment are subject to clearancs and search
requirgments as appiicabie to all visitors. i :

Ii. General Requirements

A

a— g b s — e e —— mam e

b

During an emergency in all or part of the Main Institution; North Complex-ar on - ----

the island, the Superintendent/incident Commander may restrict the~avoess of
rnedia representatives andior place the provisions of MICC 410160, "Emergency
Media Plan" in effect B S N

romrom sy mmemsdEe L LR,

1. K media representatives _are_ placed__on _restriction.  the

Superintendent/Incident Commander may, as the situation allows, relax
the access restriction.  If the media is denied ' access, objeciive and
accurate  information will be provided, 85 authorized by the
Superinterdent/incident Commander, through the PIO. : '

2. Staff will escort media representatives allowed ac'cessi:dgﬁng-aq :

emargency at all times to include:
a. An escort to and from the boat.

D, The boat ride.

. All areas on the island and inside the Main Facility and the North
Complax.

During narmal operations, media representatives wil! be met, depending upon
the circumstances, at either the Westem State Parking/Depot facility, the
Steilacoom Dock, the Main Dock {for Norih Complex visits) or the Visitor's
Gatehouse. o

S 1 —— — i i we w T



- F.4-11
" MAR €3 ’B0 ©6:29PM MCNEIL ISLAMD CORRECTIONS CEMTER

NUMEER TE FECT m.
MICC 150.110 | Media Access and Relationship ‘ ?~3;EQQTE 3of5 ]

C. Media representatives will be reminded they are subject to MICC search and
security requirements.

0. Media representatives will be informed of and given a copy of the prm;risjnns of
WAC 275-80-890, “News Media Visits — General,” and WAC 275-80-895, "News
Media Visis - Limitations.*

E, Each media representative wil compiete an MICC "Media Visit Information” form
and “News Media Agreement” form (attached). Copies of the forms will be given
to the representative, copies will be carried by the staff member canducting the
€5cort, and the originals will be filed in the PIO’s office.

F. Inmates who have agreed to be interviewed, photographed or recorded will be
reqired to complete DOGC form 9-008 “Release for Photographic Publication”
andfor MICC “Inmate Consent to Contact News Media” before any interview or
reconding is conducted or any photograph is taken. The originals will be placed
In the inmate's Central File and copies will be given fo the representative.
Violation of this requirement may result in the seizure of film or records,

G. Photographs of on-duty personnel without their consent are prohibited. Violation
of this reguirement may result in the seizure of film or recordings.

H.  Itis the responsibility of the escorting staff. member to ensure the_conditions set
farth on the “Media Visit Agreement”.are.observed,_.. . . _ . __- .

M. Inmate Personal Interviews -

Al | " Inrmates or their familiés may'nnt'receivé mn;li}e.nsaﬁnﬁ:-eitl{éf direct';ar .i.hdirect, ]
o Jorinterviews with the mgdia, — T ' =

8. Reguests for personal interviews may be initiated by either an inmate or a media
representative.

. The madla representative, working through the PIO, i's_mspnnsible_fur cantacling
the inmate regarding his or.her willingness to be interviewed.— Conversely—an - -
inmate may cantact the news media to express & desireé'to be'Ttorviawed, =

D. Requests for inferviews will normally be approved or disapproved within® two
warking days of the date the written request is received.

E. The reasans for disappm\.ﬁng interview reguests will be documented. -Requests
may be disapproved for any of the following: )

1. The media represeﬁtah‘ve Or organization daes not agree to the conditions
established in this field instruction or has, in the past, failed to abide by the
reguired conditions.

2. The inmate is physically or mentally unable fo participate.
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3. _ The inmate has nat ar refuses to sign the required consent forms.

4. The Supe}intendent feeis the Interview wauid endanﬁer the heaith or
safely of the interviewer, staff or inmate or would be a risk 1o the orderly
operation of MICC.

2. The inmate is involved in a court action and the court has issued an order
forbidding media contacts. '

F.  The Superntendant/designee may:
1. Determine the location for conducting the interview.

2. Lirnit the interview time if it is determined the interview poses a serious
drain on staff ime or the use of the interview facility.

3. Limit the armount of audio, video or film equipment and media
representatives accessing the island i it s determined the requested
equipment and persennel would create a disruption, '

4. Lirit the equipment to hand-held cameras or recorders in cases of
interviews conducted in crowded or non~contact visiting areas.

Sl & Sl 2 Y i 2 escarts will pnsiﬂnn themselves nearb}" a0 as to-maintain visua-! Sewﬁiy_ ______ _
during an interview with an inmate. T

"IV Release of Information e e

- - —-—A,. .__The_Superimtendent/designee will make factual, prompt announcements of

unusual, newsworthy events to the Department's PIC and the Regional Media
Representative.

B.  The Superintendent/designee is sclely responsible for contact with the news
media and ts representatives. Al media inquiries will be refemed to the PIO for
... processing, caordination and completion as shown in this field instruction.

DEFINFTIONS: :
Media Hepresentative: A person whose principal empioyrnent' is to gather or report news for

broadcast, telecast or print communicetions, Freelance writers are also considered media, but
can be required to verify their specific assignmentfinterest in the aperation of MICC.

ircuiation Newspapsr: A newspagper that circulates among the general pubiic in the
it 15 published and it publishes news of a general character or general

(&)
community in w
intarest.

i A key determination is if the newspaper qualifies for the publication of [egal notices in
the comrmunity in which it is located or the area to which it distributes.
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1. A newspaper is considersd, by law, a newspaper of general circulation and sa cualified
to publish legal notices, must contain items of general interest to the public such as
news of palitical, refigious, commercial or social affaira. -

News Magazine: A magazine of national or jacal cireulation sold by news stands and mail
subscriptions ta the general public.

Radio ar Television Statfon: A station holding a Federal Communieations Commission license.

ATTACHMENTS:

WAC 275-80-890

WAC 275-80-895

Inmate Consent to Contact with News Media - - ‘-
News Medla Agraement .

News Media Visit Information Sheet

DOG FORMS (See Appendix):
%008 Release for Photographic Publication
REVIEW:

The Supeﬁntendenﬂdagignee will ravfew this field insﬂ&iﬁh_t}iéﬁ}l_iaﬁf."_m ST
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privacy of resicznis shall be protecied. L'n-e superiniendent
shall insure that :ipf szntalives of news meadia are informed
of thesz rules ard of their responsibilitiss.

[Ordar 812, § 275-80-380, filed 6/23/73.]

WAC 275-80-895 News media visits—Limitations.
(1) Representatives of news media shall be advised on
ertering the instituion that if they recaive information whu:':} o
direcily affects tha safety of any resident or 5:2iT member, or
indicates that 2 crime has been or er oe commifieg. this ~ 77
informanon shall be commuracaied o (e sunerintendent or
an assistant, unless such communication ‘wGLlid violate the mm— . oo
coniidentiality of a professional relationship;

(2 No inierview with a residant may ke place without
s canseng

(3) When photographs are to be taken residents musi be ~ 7
notified and giver the gpportunity to withdraw from the 7

scénsz,
s
\

1 Lo [ ! - Fa
AV T7 tha as=2 or phowszroshs of a residaps ara o b2
F et
E _

. R S S
LSan, winlisn Sooi2nl O ene f@avdanl ozt oo s2oorac
fMhedae 30 MTE_TT_INT Tiad SR
(eger At § 2¥I-3I-3%5 fleg OFZE72



