
Megan Barrow
Megan Barrow is a copy editor at the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette. She joined the Post-Ga 
zette as a Dow Jones Newspaper Fund 
intern in summer 2008, two weeks after  
graduating from the University of Rich-
mond (Va.) with a degree in journalism and  

urban studies. Megan, a native of New Orleans, currently as-
pires to become a managing editor or to establish a writing 
coach position at the paper.

SaM BeneSBy
A year after graduating from Temple Uni-
versity, Sam Benesby is an active freelance 
pitcher and currently writes for several trade 
publications. Once determined to write for 
a newspaper after graduation, he is now re-
evaluating the current new-media landscape. 

His future goal is to become a political correspondent/writer, 
but only after proving his meddle and credentials through 
clean, objective reportage. 

Patrick Brendel
Patrick Brendel has a master’s in journalism 
from The University of Texas at Austin and a 
bachelor’s in English from the University of 
Notre Dame. He is currently the editor of the 
Central Austin edition of Community Impact 
Newspaper, an independently owned net-

work of monthly community newspapers. He aspires to make 
a decent living producing exceptional journalism.

aMariS caStillo
A graduate of the University of South Florida, 
Amaris Castillo has been published in The 
Oracle, her college newspaper, FL Trend’s 
NEXT Magazine and the St. Petersburg Times.  
After graduating with a bachelor’s in maga-
zine journalism, Castillo freelanced for sev-

eral online publications and spent her summer as an as-
sistant publicist for the New York International Latino Film 
Festival. Castillo’s career goals are to produce documentary 
films and continue to capture the essence of people and 
places through her photography and writing.

Hal conick
Hal Conick works out of St. Charles, Ill., as a 
news reporter for Suburban Life Publications. 
Previous to working at Suburban Life, he in-
terned at Chicago’s Better Government As-
sociation, a non-profit investigation firm; The 
Chicago Reader, an alternative weekly; and 

New City Chicago, an alternative weekly specializing in mu-
sic, theater and art. In the future, Conick hopes to specialize 
in investigative journalism where he can help give a voice to 
the unheard.

kriSten dauM
Kristen Daum joined The Forum of Fargo-
Moorhead in August 2009, after graduating 
from Michigan State University. She earned 
a bachelor’s degrees in journalism and politi-
cal science/prelaw and desires to spend her 
career in political journalism. At The Forum, 

Kristen covers the city of West Fargo government, U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Fargo and federal government issues relating to 
the North Dakota and Minnesota congressional delegations. 
During the 2010 midterm election, Kristen will lead coverage 
in North Dakota’s U.S. Senate race and assist in covering the 
state’s U.S. House race.

Priyanka dayal
Priyanka Dayal is a graduate of Boston Univer-
sity and now works as a staff reporter at the 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette, covering the 
Central Massachusetts region in which she 
grew up. She writes about several different lo-
cal issues and enjoys meeting new people and 

learning new things every day in her job. She hopes to stay in 
journalism for many years and someday cover Congress.

MeliSSa doMSic
Melissa Domsic graduated from Michigan 
State University in 2007 with a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism and a specialization in 
Spanish. She covered city government for 
the Traverse City Record-Eagle for nearly two 
years before starting her current position as 

a business reporter for the Lansing State Journal. Melissa 
hopes to eventually focus on investigative and in-depth 
news feature stories for a daily metro newspaper.
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criStela guerra
Cristela Guerra is in her second year as a re-
porter at The News-Press in Fort Myers, Fla.  
She graduated from Florida International 
University with a degree in journalism and a 
minor in French. The future to Guerra seems 
endless and iffy within this changing indus-

try, but she hopes to eventually make a niche for herself as 
a religion reporter for a large market newspaper or maga-
zine. Her dream publication to work for is the St. Petersburg 
Times. 

SHaun Hittle
Shaun Hittle works for the World Co., a mul-
timedia company in Lawrence, Kan., where 
he reports for the daily newspaper, the Law-
rence Journal-World, as well as the local TV 
station, 6News. In addition, he is working to-
ward a master’s degree in journalism at the 

University of Kansas.

SHaktHi JotHianandan
Shakthi Jothianandan has written for The 
Nation magazine’s website, Time Out New 
York, Out.com and The Huffington Post. As 
a freelance Online Editor at MarthaStewart.
com, she helped relaunch the Martha Stew-
art Weddings website. She currently works 

at The Daily Beast, where she writes news aggregation and 
other Web copy. She hopes to continue writing and report-
ing and aspires to work in the long-form medium focusing 
on cultural politics, women’s issues and government. 

arin kariMian
Arin Karimian has a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science from George Mason University 
and a master’s in journalism from George-
town. He is an online editor/producer and 
manages USAToday.com’s sports homepage. 
He is a big sports fan but eventually hopes to 

branch out into hard news and feature writing.

Mary kate Malone
Mary Kate Malone graduated from the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame in May 2008. She works 
as a night police reporter for the South Bend 
Tribune in South Bend, Ind. Eventually she 
would like to be a projects/enterprise re-
porter for a large metro daily.

Patricia Mazzei
Patricia Mazzei covers K-12 education for 
The Miami Herald. A native of Venezuela, she 
graduated with degrees in political science 
and economics from the University of Mi-
ami and joined the Herald staff in 2007. She 
reported from Haiti a month after the earth-

quake, and she has previously reported from the Florida leg-
islative session in Tallahassee.

MoiSeS Mendoza
Moises Mendoza is a reporter at the Houston 
Chronicle where he covers everything from 
immigration to crime. A 2007 graduate of 
Georgetown University, he has written for the 
Los Angeles Times, Wired.com and the St. Pe-
tersburg Times, among other outlets.

natHaniel Miller
Nathaniel Miller is an online content devel-
oper at The Sacramento Bee, where he joined 
the newsroom in 2008. His specialties include 
social media, producing, editing, teaching 
and writing features, entertainment, sports 
and crime. Miller graduated in 2008 with a 

bachelor’s degree in government-journalism from California 
State University, Sacramento. He would like to continue find-
ing ways to improve his publication’s presence on the Web 
and expand on the organization’s efforts in social media.

elySe Moody
Elyse Moody is Associate Editor of AVIATION 
WEEK’s Overhaul & Maintenance magazine. 
She also contributes stories and multimedia 
content to AviationWeek.com and other AVI-
ATION WEEK publications. Elyse joined the 
Washington, D.C.-based staff in August 2007, 

after graduating summa cum laude from Washington and 
Lee University with a bachelor’s in English and mass com-
munications. She is pursuing a master’s in nonfiction writing 
at Johns Hopkins. 

douglaS Morino
Douglas Morino is an education writer for 
the Daily Breeze in Torrance, Calif. Aside from 
the Breeze, he has written for the San Ma-
teo County Times, Los Angeles Daily News, 
Palos Verdes Peninsula News and the Beach 
Reporter. Douglas is a 2008 graduate of San 

Francisco State University where he earned bachelor’s de-
grees in journalism and international relations.



eric nicHolSon
Eric Nicholson is a reporter for Preston Hol-
low People, a small weekly in Dallas, Texas. 
He graduated from the University of Texas at 
Dallas in May 2009 with a degree in interdis-
ciplinary studies, spending his senior year as 
a writer and editor for the UTD Mercury. He 

hopes to write for a major metropolitan daily in the near fu-
ture, if they still exist.

katie Paul
Katie Paul is a reporter at Newsweek, where 
she writes about international politics. After 
winning an Overseas Press Club fellowship in 
2007, she began reporting out of the Reuters 
bureau in Buenos Aires. A New Jersey native, 
she graduated from Vassar College with a 

bachelor’s in history, focusing primarily on the Middle East. 
She aspires to be a foreign correspondent.

willa Plank
Willa Plank writes for The Wall Street Journal 
on various subjects including technology, 
small business and travel. She graduated 
summa cum laude from Syracuse University 
with a double major in newspaper journalism 
and psychology, and a minor in political sci-

ence. Her work has also been featured in the Portland Press 
Herald/Maine Sunday Telegram, The Post-Standard in Syra-
cuse, N.Y., and the Daily Record in Parsippany, N.J. She is 
very interested in travel, different cultures and international 
relations, and hopes to work as a correspondent in South 
America. 

JacoB ProBuS
Jacob Probus received a bachelor’s in com-
munication, with a concentration in print 
journalism, from Jacksonville State Univer-
sity in Northeast Alabama. He is currently 
the news editor at the Gadsden Messenger, a 
weekly in Gadsden, Ala., with a circulation of 

around 6,000 — the paper at which he completed an intern-
ship. Probus hopes to forge a meaningful career in journal-
ism and has his sights set on a big city daily. He also hopes to 
be part of the solution that saves good quality journalism.

MereditH rodriguez
Meredith Rodriguez is the night cops reporter 
at The Kansas City Star, where she previously 
covered city government for the paper’s 
Neighborhood News. She also uses her flu-
ency in Spanish to cover the local Hispanic 
community. She graduated from Pepperdine 

University with a degree in English, Writing and Rhetoric in 
2007. She dreams of being a full-fledged multimedia jour-
nalist, a foreign correspondent and a great beat reporter.

Mike roSe
Mike Rose works at the Austin Daily Herald, 
covering city government, as well as cops and 
courts. He attended the University of Minne-
sota from 2005 to 2008, spending almost two 
of those years at the student-run Minnesota 
Daily. Most recently, he served as the Daily’s 

managing editor. He would like to continue with print jour-
nalism, preferably covering sports or politics and focusing 
his energy on Web-based platforms.

nolan roSenkran
Nolan Rosenkrans graduated in 2007 from 
Temple University in Philadelphia, Pa., with a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism. He currently 
is the cops and courts reporter for the Winona 
(Minn.) Daily News.

JaMeS Sanna
James Sanna is the assistant editor and co-
founder of TheColu.mn, a startup online 
LGBT news and culture magazine based in 
Minneapolis. TheColu.mn is dedicated to 
helping lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der Minnesotans build community, find fun, 

and empower themselves through media and news. A 2008 
graduate of Carleton College, he’s interested in combining 
professional investigative journalism and citizen journal-
ism to build local news ecosystems that interact better with 
readers, sponsor debate, and help disadvantaged communi-
ties claim a seat at the table.  

ericH ScHwartzel
Erich Schwartzel is a business reporter and 
Web manager for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
where his stories have found him discussing 
the afterlife of zombie actors or analyzing the 
latest drama at Google. He graduated from 
Boston University in 2009 and previously 

wrote for The Boston Globe (tech stories) and Latrobe Bul-
letin (police blotter). Now he wants to improve his reporting 
skills and build on the Business section’s reputation as the 
liveliest one around.

JaSon SHeeler
Jason Sheeler is a staff writer at The Dallas 
Morning News and style editor of the newspa-
per’s monthy magazine, FD Luxe. The Arkan-
sas native took a circuitous route to journal-
ism – first through Parsons The New School 
for Design, followed by design stints at Marc 

Jacobs and freelance posts at fashion magazines. Having now 
found a job description that appeals to all of his senses, Sheel-
er is treating these first years at the Morning News as gradu-
ate school, sharpening his reporting and narrative skills. 



Vinti SingH
Vinti Singh is a reporter at The News-Times, 
a Hearst daily newspaper in Danbury, Conn. 
She graduated from the University of Mis-
souri in 2008 with a degree in convergence, 
or multimedia, journalism. Her future career 
goals are to help create the solutions that will 

save the journalism industry. 

Sara daBney tiSdale
Sara Dabney Tisdale graduated from the Uni-
versity of Virginia in 2007. She has worked 
at various times as a reporter, editor and 
researcher through internships with The 
Atlantic, U.S. News & World Report, The Vir-
ginia Quarterly Review, C-Ville Weekly and 

Style Weekly. Sara currently works as a general assignment 
reporter for Style Weekly, an alternative newsweekly based 
in Richmond, Va., where she has written stories about city 
signs, troublesome trees and the local TV anchorman. Previ-
ously, she worked as an assistant editor at The Pew Forum 
on Religion & Public Life. Sara has written critical reviews for 
TheAtlantic.com, Publishers Weekly and DoubleX, a subsid-
iary of Slate. She hopes to continue writing.

todd tranauSky
Todd Tranausky is a transportation reporter 
for Argus Media. Based out of Washington, 
D.C., the job gives him a chance to combine 
his love of the railroad industry with the op-
portunity to cover a multibillion dollar indus-
try on both the regulatory and operational 

fronts. Todd also covers coal, assessing prices and trends 
for this commodity. A 2007 graduate of Temple University 
with dual degrees in history and journalism, Todd has also 
worked as a sports reporter and would ultimately love to 
run his own publication covering the railroads or his favorite 
sport — baseball.

t.J. trancHell
T.J. Tranchell’s first writing job lasted two 
months less than the six month life of the 
magazine he wrote for. At that point, he de-
cided there must be something he didn’t 
know, so he enrolled at the Community Col-
lege of Southern Nevada and later the Univer-

sity of Idaho. He wrote his way into a staff job at the Meade 
County Times-Tribune, where he is the only full-time writer. 
If he can’t be his own boss someday, he wouldn’t mind hav-
ing his copy editor wife for a boss (barring any appearance 
of unethical behavior, that is).

kelSey VolkMann
Since July 2008, Kelsey Volkmann has worked 
as Web editor for the St. Louis Business Jour-
nal, where she writes and posts daily breaking 
news stories, designs homepages and blogs. 
She won an award this year from the Society 
of American Business Editors and Writers for 

her online news coverage about a female executive’s gen-
der discrimination lawsuit against Anheuser-Busch. She was 
the first freshman to become editor of her college paper, The 
Penn, at the Indiana University of Pennsylvania. She’d love to 
continue working as a Web journalist.

kriStyn welleSley
Kristyn Wellesley is a Specialty Content Edi-
tor at the Cincinnati Enquirer, her hometown 
newspaper. She has previously covered the 
U.S. Navy’s boot camp for the Great Lakes 
Bulletin, and interned at CNN International’s 
London bureau and the Daily Express in the 

UK. She earned her master’s in International Journalism with 
a focus on terror and organized crime reporting with top 
honors from City University in London in 2009.


